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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ECON, SP US 

SUBJECT: JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE MEETING 

REF: STATE 299380 

1 . WE DISCUSSED PROPOSED JOINT ECONOMIC COMMITTEE MEETING 
AGENDA TRANSMITTED REFTEL WITH MFA DIRECTOR GENERAL OF 
INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC RELATIONS CARLOS GAMIR PRIETO ON 
DECEMBER 19, NOTING THOSE ITEMS IN WHICH SPANISH 
AMBASSADOR HAD EXPRESSED PARTICULAR INTEREST. GAMIR 
ASKED THAT, FOR COSMETIC PURPOSES, SOYBEAN OIL ITEM BE 
CHANGED TO READ "SPANISH INTERNAL CONSUMPTION OF SOYBEAN 
OIL." WE REPLIED THAT CHANGE WOULD NOT BE A PROBLEM BUT 
THAT WE DID WISH TO DISCUSS GOS MEASURES TO LIMIT DOMESTIC 
CONSUMPTION. GAMIR UNDERSTANDS IMPORTANCE OF ITEM AND 
AGREED. GAMIR DID NOT HAVE FURTHER SUBSTANTIVE COMMENT 
AT THIS TIME BUT SAID HE WOULD DISCUSS PROPOSED AGENDA 
WITH INTERESTED MINISTRIES AND WOULD REPLY ASAP. 

2. RE TIMING OF JECM, WE MENTIONED TO GAMIR THAT SPANISH 
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EMBASSY HAD CONFIRMED JANUARY 16 DATE. GAMIR NOTED THAT 
SPANISH EMBASSY HAD NOT CLEARLY UNDERSTOOD THIR INSTRUC- 
TIONS AND THAT, WHILE UNDERSTANDING AND ACCEPTING THAT 
ASST SEC KATZ WILL BE ABLE TO DEVOTE ONLY ONE DAY TO JECM, 
THE PREFERRED ARRANGEMENT FOR GOS WOULD BE FOR SUB-GROUP 
MEETINGS TO BE HELD MONDAY, JANUARY 16 THROUGH WEDNESDAY, 
JANUARY 18, WITH PLENARY HELD ON THURSDAY, JANUARY 19, 
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LEAVING FRIDAY, JANUARY 20 AVAILABLE FOR FURTHER SUB- 
GROUP MEETINGS, IF NECESSARY. WE NOTED PROBABLE 
DIFFICULTY IN REARRANGING ASST SEC KATZ' SCHEDULE 
TO ACCOMMODATE THIS PLAN. GAMIR APPRECIATES THIS POINT 
BUT NOTED THAT UTILITY OF SUB-GROUP CONVERSATIONS WOULD 
BE GREATER IF THEY PRECEED, RATHER THAN FOLLOW, PLENARY, 
IF THIS IS POSSIBLE, AND THAT MEETINGS OF SUB-GROUPS PRIOR 
TO 16TH WOULD LENGTHEN PERIOD OF VISIT BY INCLUSION OF 
WEEKEND, WHICH IS NOT FEASIBLE FOR SPANISH PARTICIPANTS. 
GAMIR HAS REQUESTED SPANISH EMBASSY TO RAISE THIS WITH 
THE DEPARTMENT. 

3. GAMIR UNDERSTANDS CLEARLY THAT ANY AD HOC GROUPINGS 
WOULD NOT HAVE ANY LIFE OF THEIR OWN. HE NOTED THAT GOS 
APPROACH IS PRAGMATIC, WITH AD HOC SUB-GROUPS BEING 
CONSTITUTED ONLY WHEN APPROPRIATE. 

4. GOS WILL PROVIDE NAMES AND TITLES OF SPANISH PARTI- 
CIPANTS WHEN KNOWN. 

5. COMMENT: WE, OF COURSE, DO NOT KNOW WHAT FLEXIBILITY, 

IF ANY, THERE IS IN ASST SEC KATZ'S CALENDAR DURING THE 
WEEK OF JANUARY 16. OUR GENERAL DESIRE TO BE RESPONSIVE 
TO THE GOS IS BALANCED BY THE CONCERN THAT SCHEDULING 
OF THESE DAYS OF SUB-GROUP TALKS (NEEDED IN PART BECAUSE 
OF LIMITED SIZE OF GOS DEL) MIGHT BE MORE THAN NEEDED 
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AND HAVE THE EFFECT OF RAISING GOS EXPECTATIONS WHICH. 

IF NOT FULFILLED AT LEAST IN PART, COULD RESULT IN A 
MORE DIFFICULT PLENARY AND FORMULATION OF A JOINT 
COMMUNIQUE. WE HAVE AN OPEN MIND WITH RESPECT TO THE 
BALANCE OF THESE CONSIDERATIONS. PLEASE ADVISE. STABLER 
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